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equally common in Low and High German; the normal version
seems to have been fashioned in the Netherlands. It has extended
into Scandinavia by way of Denmark, and as far as Piedmont and
Catalonia by way of France. The theme is popular in Lusatia,
Czechoslovakia, Poland, and Latvia. Though the ballad is fine,
finer still is the lyric which has sprung from it:
*O Elsie, darling Elsie mine,
how glad were I by thee!
So are there two deep waters
that sunder thee from rne.J
*That brings me bitter sorrow,
dear comrade of my heart!
From all my heart declare I,
it is a bitter smart !'
'Hope! time will bring an end, dear,
hope! joy will yet be thine;
all things will change for better,
heart's dearest Elsie mine!*
The Evening Walk is the legend of Pyramus and Thisbe with
acknowledgements to the conventions of the *aubade'. In its
medieval dress, with tower and watchman, and most of the classical
details gone, the ballad is not unlike that of Tristan's Death (Meier
9). The Clerk in a Basket (Erk-Bohme 144, 145), cynical and anti-
clerical, is the legend of Vergil, suspended, according to medieval
tradition, in a basket beneath the window of a lady whom he made
senile efforts to dishonour. A mastersong on this subject exists,
and Luther knew the ballad.
Ballads of Biblical origin are interesting chiefly when their
material has been so transformed that the source is no longer
apparent. The German Ulinger (Brk-Bohme 41, 42, 195) is one
of these. Older than the German is the Dutch version, Hallewijn
(Hoffmann von Fallersleben 9, 10), in which the resemblance of the
name to the Biblical Holofernes is more apparent. According to
this ballad a girl is beguiled from a castle by a knight who reveals
himself as the murderer of her sisters. He orders her to prepare to
die. There are various sequels to this order: in some she dies and
her brothers avenge her death, in others they arrive in time to save
her, and in others she gets a weapon by some trick and kills her
persecutor. This last is the authentic version, and it has, in the

